AVP Seaside Open Volleyball Preview

AVP set to invade Seaside
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The AVP Seaside Heights Open Presented by Bud Light hits the beach today to begin the qualifying portion of the tournament, with 51 men's and 24 women's teams vying for the final eight spots in each main draw, and a shot at a piece of the $183,000 in prize money.

The tournament returns to Seaside for the first time since 1995 (when just a men's event was held), and the first time both genders will participate since 1992, returning after a 15-year stay in Belmar.

A number of local players will take their shot at qualifying for tomorrow's main draw.

Ocean County's top seeded team in the single-elimination qualifying tournament comes in at No. 26, with Lakewood's Kristopher Fraser and his San Diego-based partner Jon Barnes taking on No. 39 Jason Buckwalter and Gabe Sweeney of Pennsylvania.

Fred Fauhl Jr., Toms River, will team up with Tony Yates, East Brunswick. The team drew the 45th seed in the qualifying round and will face No. 20 Scott Kiedaisch and Daniel Skins this morning at 8:30.

Fauhl and Yates have played together for the past two years, winning a few tournaments locally over that span.

"We'd like to get to the main draw, but we just want to go out there and win as many matches as possible," said the 5-foot-11 Fauhl, 31, who got his start in volleyball on the sand 10 years ago. "I've been playing a lot. I'm ready to go against the best. It's going to be an interesting day."

Fauhl grew up in Brick and has lived in different parts of Ocean and Monmouth counties for his entire life before settling in Toms River.

"I'm going to have some good friends coming out tomorrow," Fauhl said. "We're not quite sure what to expect from our opponents. They're from California, so we haven't seen them before. I think we're ready to go, though."

Another Toms River resident, Brian Reiner, and partner Justin Ridgway, Cape May, are ranked 47th and open with two other New Jersey natives — 18th-seeded Jim Walls, Cape May, and Jeff Wentworth, Brielle.

"I look at this as a challenge, just a chance to go out there and give it my all," said the 6-foot Reiner, who used to coach Ridgway at the College of New Jersey. "I don't travel with the tour. I'm into the training and competing and seeing what I can do. You just try to do the best you can. When you have nothing to lose, sometimes you can surprise yourself."

Reiner plays in the Great American Volleyball Tour, which competes on Saturdays starting in May from Point Pleasant to Bradley Beach. His company, Sea Coast Family Chiropractic, is one of the sponsors of the tour.

"It (Great American Volleyball Tour) gives us a chance to play for a little bit of money and play in a competitive atmosphere," Reiner said. "I just like to play. I don't take it overly serious. I just want to play well. If I play well and win, that's even better."

A.J. Mihalic, formerly of Wall Township and now of Hermosa Beach, Calif., and partner Chad Mowrey drew the top seed in the men's qualifying bracket.

Only two women's teams have a New Jersey connection — both in the qualifying round — Agnieszka Pregowska, Bridgewater, drew the 18th seed along with partner Alexsandra Wolak, New York. Sharon Wentworth of Bradley Beach and Beth Kennedy come in with the 24th seed.

The main draw will begin tomorrow with the first two rounds on both the men's and women's brackets taking place.

The top-seeded men's team of Phil Dalhausser and Todd Rogers will look to rebound after losing for just the second time this season two weeks ago in Sacramento. The duo had won the previous four tournaments, before Stein Metzger and Mike Lambert broke through for a win.

Metzger and Lambert could be the favorite for this event even as the No. 2 seed, as the second-seeded team has won 12 of 39 events since the start of the 2003 season.

On the women's side, the top-seeded team of Misty May-Treanor and Kerri Walsh will be two of the more recognizable figures participating in the seventh of 16 tour events this season. They are the defending Olympic champions.

The tandem have won five of the first six events and have won $100,000 more than second place Rachel Wacholder and Elaine Youngs.

Youngs has a chance to make a bit of history on Sunday, as a third place finish would put her over the $1 million mark for her career, only the 16th player of either gender to reach the milestone. She would be the oldest woman to reach the mark, at 36.

Volleyball legend Holly McPeak — the champion last time a women's event was held in Seaside (1993) — is seeded sixth with partner Nicole Branagh.

Since her last appearance in Seaside, McPeak has stood atop the podium in 68 tournaments, pushing her into first place all-time.

The tournament will take place between Sumner and Blaine avenues beginning at 8:30 a.m. The main draw begins tomorrow, followed by quarterfinals on Saturday and semifinals on Sunday morning.

The men's final is at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, with the women taking the court at 4 p.m.

The finals will be broadcast on Fox Sports Net — women's July 8th at 1 p.m., and men's July 29th at 1 p.m.

There will be a multitude of activities, including a Crocs AVP Serve, Pass and Hit Interactive area as well as Xbox Gaming Oasis, among other things.

Admission to today's qualifier is free. During the main draw, there will be a $15 per session admission fee, while courtside seats go for $30 and Skybox for $50.

