Fraser, Kitchen claim victory in men's open final
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POINT PLEASANT BEACH — In the last tournament they competed in, Lakewood's Kris Fraser and Nick Kitchen were one point away from advancing to the next round before letting a lead slip through their fingers.

"We ended choking and losing 22-20," Kitchen said. "We were a little fired up about that heading into today (Saturday)."

Added motivation was the $800 in prize money — around four times the usual purse for the winning team — that awaited the winner of the men's open final at Saturday's Great American Volleyball 2006 Tour Championship at Jenkinson's Beach.

History looked like it was about to repeat itself, but Fraser and Kitchen did their part to make sure this script had a different ending.

After building a big lead early in the one-game championship, Fraser and Kitchen held off Jim Walls and Elvis Rodriguez, 28-23, to win their first tournament of the summer.

"About time we won one," Fraser said after Rodriguez's serve hit the net on match point.

Fraser and Kitchen looked like they would run away with the title after storming out to a 10-3 advantage and then holding a 25-17 lead in the first to 28 final. But veterans Walls and Rodriguez stormed back to cut the lead to 25-20 and then 27-23.

"We weren't worried though," Fraser said. "As long as we cut off their streaks we knew we'd be all right."

The tandem almost didn't make it to the finals after a scare in the quarterfinals. A 10-point lead dwindled and Fraser and Kitchen had to battle to win by only two points.

"We were somewhat hesitant going into the finals," Kitchen said. "It's in your mind but you have to do your best to block it out."

The winners on the women's side were Lisa Ekmekjian and Ginger Schuster. The duo defeated Jolie Dyl and Dee Schmitz to claim the $500 first-place prize.

